[Th1-Th2 cytokine correlates (INF-gamma and IL-4) in splenectomized patients].
This paper attempts to explain if immunodepression in patients who had undergone a splenectomy may be due to altered balance between Th1-Th2 lymphocyte subpopulations, as shown in several studies on phagocyte and lymphocyte cells. This was achieved by dosing serum levels of IFNg, produced by Th1 lymphocytes and IL-4, produced by Th2 lymphocytes. Final analysis showed immunodepression in splenectomized patients but also emphasized that in 70% of all cases, there is functional damage of T-lymphocytes that continues for several years after the surgery involving both cellular and humoral immunity. Immunoglobulin dosage allows the increase of IgE to be seen in 50% of the splenectomized patients studied, all with allergic symptoms that appeared after the operation. The production of IgE is stimulated by Th2 lymphocytes. This leaves one to believe that splenectomy may favour the persistence of allergens in the blood, the appearance of allergic symptoms and the increase of IgE serum levels in patients with normal Th2 functioning and consequently, with normal or increased IL-4 serum levels.